Seven Oaks Evanswood Citizens Association, Silver Spring, Maryland

June 16, 2010

On behalf of SOECA I am pleased to inform you that in July the county will begin construction on the pedestrian crosswalks along Dale Drive. As you will recall we have been working closely with the Department of Transportation and Council Member Ervin’s office to develop a solution that will improve pedestrian safety and reduce traffic speed along Dale.  

The geometry of Dale presents multiple challenges, especially along the section between Colesville and Wayne, due to the multiple undulations and the curvature. While in the long-term we are working with our neighboring associations to establish a Capital Improvement Project (CIP) to address these concerns along the entire stretch of Dale, the solutions offered by the DOT will bring immediate and long-sought improvements to Dale for a fraction of the cost.  

As a reminder a crosswalk and pedestrian refuge island will be installed at the Ellsworth and Greenbrier intersections with Dale. In addition, a crosswalk and chokers (to reduce the walking distance and slow down traffic) will be installed at Dale and Pershing and Dale and Dartmouth. Throughout the stretch there will also be improved striping and signage.  

Residents living on Dale Drive will receive print copies of the final detailed schematics. They  can also be downloaded from the SOECA website: http://www.soeca.org/  You will see that despite our input, due to the geometry of the road, the county was not able to accommodate all of our requests. For example the crosswalk at Ellsworth will be at the northwest side of the intersection (closest to Colesville).  The sidewalks leading to the crosswalks will also wrap around the corners a bit. Finally, to accommodate the crosswalk at Dartmouth there will be the installation of the retaining wall to enhance the sight lines for pedestrians at the south west corner of the intersection but also improves sight lines for the driveways on the south side of Dale, west of Dartmouth (note no private property will be impacted, only county right of way). But again these decisions were based on the expertise of the county’s design team and their desire to maximize pedestrian safety while taking into account the road geometry, storm drains, etc. 

While I am sure there are parts of this project that some of us will love and others will wish were slightly modified, in the end I am confident that overall net result will be a much safer road and improved pedestrian access for our community.  

Our thanks go out to each of you who provided input throughout this process and especially to KB Bilgrami from the DOT the civil engineer on this project, and Bruce Altevogt our SOECA neighbor who opened the doors to communication with DOT and the County, balanced competing challenges and residents requests, and ultimately carried this project through to fruition. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Samiy

President, SOECA

